Identifying potential dropouts through school health records.
This study of the records of 255 ninth grade, inner-city Midwestern high school students shows that students who drop out of school are several times as likely to have incomplete health information in the school health record as students who stay in school. A cluster of five variables--vision screening, scoliosis screening, visits to the health office, age and attendance--were found to provide 85% or better accuracy in estimating actual drop-out rates. Missing or incomplete data in combination with attendance data thus become powerful predictors of potential dropouts.